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There are essentially three difficulties attending any search for cultural explanations
of change in China: culture can be a broad and often a somewhat imprecise concept;
the scale of China makes for difficulties in the unit of analysis; and the assumption of
historical continuity may be somewhat attenuated. The antidote to essentialisation
about Chinese culture is to approach explanation at a more local level. A recognition
that there are local accounts of social and economic change that both help motivate
behaviour and provide legitimation for specific forms of activity provides a more
convincing framework for understanding the role of culture in both the evolution of
the economic environment and business development. The evidence from an
examination of town and village enterprises and their enterpreneurs in Taiyuan,
provincial capital of Shanxi; of Islamic Salar entrepreneurs in Xunhua (Qinghai
Province); and of women entrepreneurs in Qiongshan, Hainan, suggests that at the
local level the state and economic interests have harnessed symbolic and
representational forms of culture for particular interests and goals, including attempts
to create a local competitive advantage for particular industries and social groups. In
this process local cultural practice is used to underpin the manner of business
development, including the structures of ownership, management and operation, as

well as to some extent the kinds of economic activity that are developed.

FEHESL, B T A o< [ B BRI MRS 2 A, AATTIE B AN 3500 SO R AR
25 ARA o M2 N T BRI, JUH T 55 8 BN A IS v [ 22 5
A I o R 51 5 ) AR RN T il S 4 3 B SCAG i i 2
A, JEHGERSSESR “RAR” BHAIE

Fige b, DU 5 =R DUh AR A 15 5T EAT M Tl SO sE, 2 L9 RR”

PORTAL Journal of Multidisciplinary International Studies \Vol. 4, No.1, January 2007
ISSN: 1449-2490
http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/ojs/index.php/portal




Goodman Narratives of Change: Culture and Local Economic Development

AR, EREAHRIL TR SO EER. B 70 UK S 80 AEARH], “ORR”
X FATHRF IR PR R U BLAE OG- 240 A 2 A2 S30ik e Ry
LR BUAU. 2S5 H, BTN, “RR”7 P E S 2 R,
T CRR” W s s . SR, LA SR AT rh B SR K AR e
B TIME, REAMAE Te B Bt O S 1, i AR Sk
fErp E B AR e, JCHE S S R R b B A LTI, Wik 7 A4 T
WA EABRE S %

AR AEMFAETERN “XRRR”, LU KRB 765 R0 STk 1175
W5 R JEIAT R TTALIVEA . BEARA —E 58 BT R R R, MR A
LB R T SCAG B — Rl e R B R ik, 8 “OCR7 R E IS
R e E ST T (IS, S AR RHARE U R 12 SR . 1F
% [ K SO A R BT R IR RAARIAT N, LA BT “protectsia”, K
R “influenza”, FAFHULRE K] “Masonic” T . 4KZHE Rk, Fik
SRS RN E 2 I, B IR AR R A e 2 BB S IR 2 B, B AT
WRERNZ AT, #R 2 IR AR, I LAk B 4E & 263G RN 5 N Z TR R
TE— R BRI BT TE BT AR AR MY S e A= F S, A R T <45 ) 85 A8 IR 15 5
X F] 17 g7 !

MICAC ) S BEBR I b B R B AR, s a8 3 =7 T i N . 2L —, 3ok
AN TR B O I, R R SR, HMELURE A A =, P g
S REBGR LB o ARIICT “ 3T (5 SO LT8R € BHE A2 Tkt £ 5%
BRI L, SCHX — ARIEPHERIER BB RS R, MO Mty
ML B MR BCRIUE S, 1 B Tizst M E S AmSEMITE
TR 7Y, 2P LA S iz AR Al el IR R et sz ft
KA R bR SRR AL AERTELACH B, SCHANUR 2RI, 1 Hid
WAh e HIPOE TR A SRR ST« 473040 32 B0 I ABEE oE SR 1 —
B, BT S REZR A M ARENGEE e “8AN7, XM Ul “3C
W7 S KPR D Bt Tz Rt <30, Rk Jr
IR 1o “ AL, A SR EART— AN AN “ 3tk ”, Ry« 30qe”
FESER 2 T TR PEAT AT RAE 1

I, “30Ak” g A — A UERAORES  (H b TR AR R, SO B B2
— A R PR, B CGER - LE IR EAR ARR SCR UE — MREIE AL
SR REAN AL ATEI AT b 2. ZIEBE R, X PR ST R . SC

! Charles Tilly “Welcome to the Seventeenth Century” in Paul DiMaggio (ed) The Twenty-First-Century
Firm: Changing Economic Organization in International Perspective Princeton University Press, 2001,
p.200.

PORTAL \ol. 4, No.1, January 2007 2



Goodman Narratives of Change: Culture and Local Economic Development

HEEANE BIABAS NIRATHUR P, AR ILBE DR SO — Rk & dt ),
TR CRERFIRIN D SN 300, B A OB e A 2 40D BEENIAL, (EAETE 3 (15
N, EREREASIICR, JFEAKREE, AL TEhA AR . Sk L,
TIRFETESRAT N R T B LA B GG SCAb, Sl STHE IR AR TRy
SR RS 0 AT (R 55 LR A A

FFTrb A e L, AN BEANIEE G2 I R A — AN LR A Z N BL S RS o A3 AE R K
il USRS AN By B BN T N B, B R WO 2 5F (K \ T T IHETE IR RS
15, BIANRE S LR ARG A A — e EOR R LT = AZ N A AL, SEAN T AR T
o HEGE KRR, EUR T EBOAAR A S S . LTS
JEFErbRAE, T 34 AB YRR, LT AR A E KL, 2
BEAE RN, AR5 5 R ORAET IS 0 T k2 SR S AF A
BERMZESR, ZETEGEEME RS AWM. 3 AR N EZE S,
AL YA IR g R AN, LR A AT S I
AMFE R F AR . BARZ G R At o SOk R BUE R W), (HATZ G4, 4k
SO AL TR R R

IR, XAV FAE T ESCA A7 A, e DS — M, XK
WFFERL, AT AN TSR A B AT B RS B E 3o % T B0 SR [F 2 38,
FE4 NG N — BARAEA A AR, XS L S 21 [ 5 R
M HERR S, TGRS em 2R, B —Jrim, HEaimsh, Fil
FEFRBEGH S H AR YISO OB KR S5 AT BT S HE NS, R AT IR s 1
TR, X VIR D LRI, AT AR I AR

VFZ OG- IUACH [ [ R AT U AT B4 1) e N BT [ 5 oty A 25
K, SBR[ O B ERARIE Y P RSO gk, t XS
DA KR (0 M 98 v R (1 A 8 8, IR AEAR R IR IS FoRe AT DAy o [ R S PE
AT o BEAk, BLARX LU IR 500 M DB HH AT [ (1 HE e RO 2 [ 11
PR 225, BT B AN AR IR S RS T LN, A2 S BB — HIR 2 A A
FEGEINIREN o AR, X AT I [ [ R I R AARBE 1K) (=AM ELP JE 1) Bk,
))& FOURI AL, I BRM A R BRI AR5 S0y i B, 5 b Y
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China’s Provinces in Reform: Class, community and political culture Routledge, London, 1997, p.1-15.
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