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Introduction: Institute for Sustainable Futures 
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ISF take a solutions-focused approach to help governments, 
organisations, businesses and communities move towards a 
more sustainable future. 

Committed to the United Nations' goals for sustainability

Solution-focused research

Transdisciplinary 
research

Focus on 
sustainability 

transformations

Rigorous research

Collaborative 
research



Introduction: Institute for Sustainable Futures
Vision, Mission and values

The Institute for Sustainable 
Futures was officially launched in 
1997 by the newly established 
University of Technology Sydney 
as a flagship stand-alone research 
institute. The mission of the 
Institute is to create change 
towards sustainable futures, and it 
achieves this through its client-
and solution-focussed research, 
working across disciplines, 
providing solutions to complex 
problems.
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Research areas and Initiaves
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Development 
effectiveness

Water, 
sanitation & 

hygiene 

International 
Development

Climate 
change 

adaptation & 
resilience



ISF’s International Development 
research projects 
fundamentally involve fieldwork 
and travel to the Asia-Pacific 
region, but the team made a 
pragmatic change in the 
research approach due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and 
switched from face-to-face 
to remote research. 

Source: Tazrina Chowdhury



Methodology: Donald Schön’s ‘theory of action’
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Source: Schön, 1993

Reflection-in-action
- Thinking ahead
- Analysing
- Experiencing
- Critically responding

Reflection-on-action
- Thinking through experiences
- Discussing
- Journal

Reflective 
Practice



Group work for Reflective practice
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Group 1 What worked well and enablers?

Group 2 Challenges faced and reasons

Group 3 Thinking ahead- what can we do as 
researchers?

Group 4 Thinking ahead- skills or changes from 
partners’ sides

4 groups reflecting on recent remote research practices -
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World Cafe for Reflection-on-action
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- Brainstorming to think through 
the remote research experiences 

- Discussion on the methods that 
have been more effective and 
have future potentials

- Prioritising research approaches 
through discussion.
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Key findings

Regular check-in meetings

1



Key findings

Celebrating project milestones

2



Key findings

Sense-making workshops for local 
researchers 3



Future recommendations
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Flexible planning 

Mentoring process

Source: Internet



Thank you
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