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I 

Considering movements of people between South Asia, Mrica 
and Australia offers an opporrunity to rethink Empire and more 

broadly to question the way we have understood the meaning ofland 
and landscapes. In Australia, until the mid-twentieth cenruty, history 
focused on the distance between the colony of Australia and that of 
metropolitan Britain, tracing the impact that the enormity of that 
distance and the duration of travel had in shaping the colony.1 More 
recently, historians have focused attention on the links between settler 
colonies and the movements of ideology, policy, popular culrure and 
people between these colonies of America, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Canada and even South America.2 This focal analysis 

Geoffrey Blainey, The Tyranny of Distance: How Distance Shaped Australia's 
History (Melbourne: Macmlllan, 1982). 

2 Ibid. 
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